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the Anglican Church of Canada appointed a taskforce to consider the
challenges and opportunities for ministry in the northern parts of Can-
ada. The following year this taskforce was replaced with the Primates
Taskforce on the Church in the North. In 1973 this taskforce became the
Primates Council on the North. By 1976 this body had evolved into the
present Council of the North.

The Council of the North is made up of all bishops of the assisted diocese.
They administer the General Synods grants for northern mission. The
council meets twice a year to consider the needs of the mission and min-
istry of the Church in the north. It reports to both the Council of General
Synod and to the meeting of General Synod.

The Bishops of the Council of the North believe that their purpose is,
under God, to equip one another in their mission to enormous and thinly
populated dioceses; to o er mutual encouragement and pastoral care,
hope to the oppressed, and challenge to the complacent. In all they do,
they strive to be a sign of the Kingdom of Christ, who makes all things
new, and to keep faith with partners in the wider Church who uphold
them by their prayers and substance.

Communications for the Council of the North is looked after by their
Communications O cer, Ms. Fiona Brownlee. She can be contacted at
fbrownlee@national.anglican.ca

The Bishops and other members of the Council would like every-
one to pray for all the people and clergy in the area of the Council
of the North. Remember our challenges of travel, language, iso-
lation, and training. Pray that God will be with each of us as we
share the Good News of Jesus Christ in our communities.

We, who are many, are one body in Christ and
Individually members one of another.
Romans 12:5

Council of the North
Prayer Cycle
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the North. 85% of the land..15 % of the people.
Our strength! Our challenge! Our ministry!

The Council of the North is a grouping of nancially assisted dioceses,
which are supported through grants by General Synod. There are 9 dio-
ceses, the Anglican Parishes of the Central Interior and the Archdeaconry
of Labrador. They are in sparsely populated areas such as the Arctic, Yu-
kon, Northern and Central Interior British Columbia, Alberta, northern
Saskatchewan and Manitoba; northern Ontario, northern Quebec and
Newfoundland and Labrador.

In these parts of the country, costs, particularly of travel, are high but
nancial resources are scarce.

The council comprised of all bishops of the assisted diocese administers
the General Synods grants for northern mission; the council meets twice
a year to share information about the unique challenges faced by smaller
ministries in the north.,

They work together to provide pastoral and sacramental ministry to all
who are living in isolated communities in Canadas North.

The Council of the North began in 1970 when the National Executive
Council of the General Synod of (continued on the back cover)

A Ministry of the Whole Church
by the Whole Church



Who We Are

The Council of the North is made up of 9 dioceses, 1 regional group-
ing of parishes and 1 archdeaconry. We go from sea to sea to sea and
from the US border all the way to high Arctic islands.

Anglican Parishes of the Central Interior - to be elected in early March
of 2009

Diocese of the Arctic - Bishop Andrew Atagotaaluk, Bishop Ben Ar-
reak, Bishop Larry Robertson

Diocese of Athabasca - Bishop John Clarke

Diocese of Brandon - Bishop Jim Njegovan

Diocese of Caledonia - Bishop William Anderson
Archdeaconry of Labrador - Bishop Cy Pitman
Diocese of Keewatin - Bishop David Ashdown
Diocese of Moosonee - Archbishop Caleb Lawrence

Diocese of Quebec - Archbishop Bruce Stavert, Bishop Dennis Drain-
ville

Diocese of Saskatchewan - Bishop Michael Hawkins

Diocese of Yukon - Archbishop Terry Buckle
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The Scriptures say We, who are many, are one body in Christ and indi-
vidually members one of another. - Romans 12:5

Message from the Chair

No where in the Canadian church is this interdependence in the Gospel
more evident than in the way in which we work together to provide
pastoral and sacramental ministry to the remote and isolated areas of
our vast nation. The work of the Council of the North is truly the work
of the whole church by the whole church.

We who minister in the communities of the Council of the North, are
grateful to those who walk with us and rejoice in our partnership to-
gether.

Bishop David Ashdown
Chair, Council of the North
Diocese of Keewatin
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Diocese of Keewatin

January, 2010

The Diocese of Keewatin was founded in 1902 when it was ceded from
the then large Diocese of Ruperts Land. Keewatin is the third largest
diocese in the Anglican Church of Canada - taking up much of north-
western Ontario and northeastern Manitoba. The diocese is home to

ve language groups: Qji-Cree, Cree, Dene, Ojibway and English. The
diocese has 48 parishes with 90 clergy (most of whom are non-stipen-
diary) serving the people of these parishes.

Pray for David Ashdown, Bishop of Keewatin, Hugh Matheson, Dean
of Keewatin, Larry Beardy, Archdeacon of Keewatin, Gordon Swanson,
Archdeacon of Northern Manitoba, Pat Cleghorn, Archdeacon of the
Southern Region, Alex Fox, Archdeacon of Northern Ontario and Lydia
Mamakwa, Administrative Archdeacon of Northern Ontario and for all
the leadership of the diocese. As the people of diocese begin to dis-
cern where the Spirit is leading them in changing structures to t the
needs of mission and ministry pray for the people in the parishes who
are doing this work. Pray also for the students and sta of the Dr. Wil-
liam Winter School of Ministry in King sher Lake, ON.
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Archdeaconry of Labrador

In the Diocese of Eastern Newfoundland
and Labrador

February, 2009
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The Archdeaconry of Labrador is the largest geographical area of the
Diocese of Eastern Newfoundland and Labrador and the most sparsely
populated part of the diocese. There are 6 parishes in the archdeaconry
and 8 clergy and lay leaders who pastor and minister there. The Diocese
of Eastern Newfoundland and Labrador was formed in 1976 when the
three diocese formed from the one Diocese of Newfoundland. With-
in the archdeaconry is a multi-cultural society with 3 main aboriginal
groups: Inuit, Innu and Labrador Metis.

Pray for Bishop Cy Pitman, for the clergy and people of the archdea-
conry. Remember their ministry to those who are very isolated from
each other. Pray for the Labrador Planning and Strategy Conference
that meets each winter and for the annual Labrador Anglican Youth
Gathering which takes place each fall and give thanks this year for our
partnership ministry with the Moravian people of the Labrador North
Coast.

Pray also for the Winter Meeting of the Council which takes place this
month in Edmonton.
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